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DIRECTOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT 
 
14th August 2007 
 
 

DSDS4 GILLS BRIDGE CREEK REHABILITATION PLAN 
FILE: 863  KEO                                        {Folio No. *}

 
SUMMARY: 
 
Reporting that following public exhibition, the Gills Bridge Creek 
Rehabilitation Plan (July 2007) has been finalised for adoption by Council. 
 

 
 
Background 
 
Council, in consultation with relevant stakeholders has been preparing a 
Rehabilitation Plan for the Gills Creek Catchment in South Kempsey.  The 
Draft Rehabilitation Plan was finalised in May 2007 and endorsed by Council 
for the purposes of public exhibition at its meeting on 8 May 2007.  The 
Draft Plan was subsequently placed on public exhibition from 22 May until 
26 June 2007 with on submission in support of the plan received.  
 
Implementation and Funding 
 
Subject to funding, implementation of actions are proposed over a 3 year 
planning horizon, with implementation of high priority actions, including the 
environmental reviews/audits of commercial and industrial premises to take 
place during the first half of the 2007/08 financial year using staff resources. 
 
In order to implement all of the recommended actions, funding resources 
additional to those currently estimated in Council’s long term budget will be 
required.  Council has applied for grant funding through the Department of 
Environment and Conservation’s (DEC) Urban Sustainability Program. 
Council was recently informed it had been successful in progressing past the 
expression of interest (EOI) stage and is now required to submit a more 
detailed application. If Council’s application is unsuccessful, the full list of 
strategies, actions and associated timeframes will need to be reviewed and 
revised to reflect Council’s capacity to implement them.  Council will 
continue to pursue future opportunities for grant funding and corporate 
sponsorship to assist in the implementation of the recommended actions of 
this Plan. 
 
Revised cost estimations for the strategies and actions recommended in the 
Final Rehabilitation Plan are shown in (Appendix D – Page G11).  The 
revised estimations for implementation of actions has decreased slightly due 
to Council now undertaking some actions with in-house resources that were 
previously going to be outsourced, such as the environmental review 
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program for commercial and industrial premises.    
 
REPORT IMPLICATIONS: 
 
• Environmental 
 
The implementation of a Rehabilitation Plan for Gills Bridge Greek 
will improve the ecological condition of the Creek.  Specifically, the 
Plan will aim to improve the quantity and quality of stormwater 
runoff, eradicate (where possible) and control the spread of weeds, 
conserve riparian vegetation and important fauna habitats, enhance 
flow and connectivity and improve water quality within the Creek. 
 
• Social 
 
The Rehabilitation Plan for Gills Bridge Creek encourages 
involvement from the local community, industry and business 
groups.  An important part of the rehabilitation plan will be to 
educate the public and encourage a Total Catchment Management 
(TCM) aware, involved and practising community. Rehabilitation of 
Gills Bridge Creek will help to create a sense of pride and improved 
community cooperation, encouraging people to live more 
harmoniously and sustainably within their Catchment. 
 
• Economic (Financial) 
 
Council will need to provide funding resources to implement at least 
some of the key actions outlined in the rehabilitation plan as 
reflected in the Draft ESD Strategy. In order to implement the 
balance of the recommended actions Council has applied for grant 
funding through the Department of Environment and Conservation’s 
(DEC) Urban Sustainability Program, a sub program of the 
Environmental Trust - NSW City and Country Environmental 
Restoration Program.   
 
• Policy or Statutory 
 
Nil 
 
• Directors Review 
 
Adoption of the Plan does not oblige Council to fund the 
implementation of the plan which will require external funding. 
Environmental Levy funds may be utilised and projects such as this 
may be used to justify an extension of the levy beyond 2007/08. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Final Gills Bridge Creek Rehabilitation Plan be adopted by 
Council. 
 
 
…………………………………..  
R B Pitt 
DIRECTOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
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